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Carbon emissions trading scheme
Summary
This video segment discusses a survey report revealing that most Australian businesses want to cut carbon emissions, but are unsure of how to do it. The topic of climate change has gained momentum in Australia, with some businesses identifying the need to address the issue as a risk or opportunity. The survey represents the views of more than 800 companies in four states, across a range of manufacturing and commercial construction businesses.

Transcript

Tony Jones: A report out today suggests that most Australian businesses want to cut their carbon emissions but they don't know enough about the issues. The survey also shows that nearly half those surveyed can't decide whether climate change will be good or bad for their business.

Chris Clark reports.

Chris Clark: Is climate change a risk or an opportunity? Business believes it's both. Most companies think climate change might help them improve energy efficiency and lower costs. But many also believe it could go the other way and make them less competitive.

Gavin Jennings, Victorian Environment Minister: I see it as a great opportunity rather than a risk, although there are some risks embedded within any change.

Chris Clark: The survey represents the view of more than 800 companies in four States across a range of manufacturing and commercial construction. Nearly 80 per cent think they have a responsibility to cut carbon emissions, even if it costs money. But nearly half can't decide whether it will be good, bad or neutral for their business.

Heather Ridout, Australian Industry Group: This is an agenda setting report that really does say that we need to start now in educating companies about the risks and about the processes, about the strategies, about the best practice in this area. And I think it just opens up a whole opportunity.

Chris Clark: Unsurprisingly, most businesses haven't a clue how a national emissions trading scheme will affect them, since although both Government and Opposition are committed to one, neither is offering much detail.

Heather Ridout: The fact that we're now seeing clarity of direction is very important, and I think that business needs to be involved in the dialogue with government over the design and implementation of this scheme and that will be paramount to its effectiveness.

Chris Clark: The Government's committed to emissions trading by 2012, the Opposition plans it from 2010. Chris Clark, Lateline.

