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Electronic marketing
Aboriginal art on eBay
Summary
An Aboriginal art scam has been uncovered operating online out of Hong Kong. The art, which was for sale on an internet auction site claimed to be the work of artists in the Central Australian desert region but the real desert community has not heard of the artist.
Aarti Betigeri, Reporter: Building a business around a tempting range of tiny, handmade designs is a brave move into food fashion. But a pastry chef and a graphic designer have cooked up a company that's small and hopefully as perfectly formed as what's proving to be their biggest seller.

Transcript

Tony Jones, Presenter: A fake Aboriginal art racket has been discovered operating online out of Hong Kong. 

The artworks were for sale on the Internet auction site eBay, described as the work of an artist in central Australia's desert region. 

When the community was contacted they'd never heard of the artist. Sarah Dingle reports.

Sarah Dingle, Reporter: Artwork, made in Utopia. It sounds like it should have a bright future. 

Ray Clements, NT Consumer Affairs: The art certainly was questionable. 

Sarah Dingle: But the present is somewhat colourful. Northern Territory Consumer Affairs has recently acted on an online Indigenous arts scam, reaching from the central Australian desert region of Utopia all the way to Hong Kong. 

Ray Clements: This is quite a large number. They were telling them cheaply, $50 to $130. This art normally sells in the region from probably $500 up to many thousands of dollars. 

Sarah Dingle: After receiving a complaint, Consumer Affairs put in a call to Utopia. 

Ray Clements: No person that we actually spoke to knew this individual and certainly didn't recognise his art. 

Sarah Dingle: In the ads, supposed artist Nelson Pechari appears against a background which has been repeatedly photo-shopped.

His work is painted in a women's style, and he seems extremely youthful for someone who claims to be 60. 

The indigenous art industry is worth around $30 million a year and protecting it against dodgy deals is becoming extremely important. The person who complained about the online ads says she went through four channels of reporting to eBay with no success. 

Sarah Dingle: eBay says it's the first time it's had a complaint about Indigenous art and it acted swiftly after being contacted by Consumer Affairs. 

Daniel Feiler, eBay: It can be a lot more difficult for us to act on the advice of an individual who we don't necessarily know. 

John Oster, Desart: I haven't seen any eBay investigations into the sellers on their website. 

Sarah Dingle: So is there a Nelson Pechari? 

Ray Clements: We certainly can't locate him. 

Sarah Dingle: Not even in Utopia.

Sarah Dingle, Lateline.

